NOTE ON THE FAMINE IN PATNA AND
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD IN 1671
chapter VI
The scattered references in Marshall's Notes to the dearth
prevailing at Patna at the time of his arrival afford, when
collected, a moving account of the sufferings of the inhabitants
at that period. There are, in addition, the remarks in Chapters IV
and V embodied in the Diary of aist, 22nd, 23rd and 3ist May
and 23rd August, 1671, when his attention was forcibly drawn
to the effects of the scarcity by the prevalence of " dead corps/'
the sale of children to obtain food, and the " sad noise of poor
starved people."
The continual rise in the price of rice and other provisions
from May to September 1671, so carefully chronicled by our
author, is sufficient evidence of the suffering entailed on all but
the wealthy inhabitants.
As in the case of Peter Mundy's description of the Satiiisio
Kal, or the Famine in Gujarat in 1630-1632 (Travels of Peter
Mundy, ed. Temple, ii. 338-353), Marshall's account of a dearth
in a much more restricted area forty years later throws a vivid
light on the treatment of such a visitation by the provincial
authorities in the Mughal days. There was no order in the
disposal of the dead nor any administrative measures to cope with
distress, Those who could do so fled, and those without strength
or means to do so died in their thousands.
Strangely enough, no widespread pestilence appears to have
followed 'in the wake of the dearth nor, as in the case of the
famine of 1630-1632, do the Europeans appear to have fallen
victims to its effects. Indeed, the contemporary references to
this local famine are very sparse, and only three allusions to it have
been found in the Records of the East India Company, They
all occur in letters from Job Charnock and Robert Elwes at the
Company's factory at SinghyS to Walter Clavell, head of affairs
in " the Bay." The first is dated 3ist March, 1672 (Factory
Records, Hugli, vol. 7) and contains the remark ; " We understand
many of the weavers are dead of the Famine. » . » We have
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